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MASS SCHEDULE 

Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Saturday Sept. 1  6:00 P.M.  Sylvester Janak     Moravia 
Sunday  Sept. 2  9:30 A.M.  Rose Melnar     St. John 
First Friday 
Friday  Sept. 7  8:00 A.M.  Kenneth Besetzny    St. John 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Saturday Sept. 8  6:00 P.M.  Fred & Martha Hermis    St. John 
Sunday  Sept. 9  9:30 A.M.  Carolyn & Frank Ohruhlik Jr &  
        Frances & Frank Tupa, Sr.  Moravia    
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Saturday Sept. 15 6:00 P.M.  Bohumil & Lillian Bohuslav   Moravia 
Sunday  Sept. 16 9:30 A.M.  Gladys Chaloupka    St. John 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Readings:  Deuteronomy 4:1-2,6-8  Psalm 15:2-5  James 1:17-18,21b-22,27  Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23 
Through observance of the Lord’s commands, we shall experience the fullness of life.  Living in conformity with God’s 
will frees us from all casuistry about good and evil.  We are called to welcome God’s word and to let it take root in our 
hearts. 
Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Readings:  Isaiah 35:4-7a  Psalm 146:7-10  James 2:1-5  Mark 7:31-37 
The advent of the age of salvation is upon us:  the deaf hear, the blind see, and those bowed down are raised up.  The 
kingdom is made manifest around the Eucharistic table, where rich and poor alike are invited to feast. 
Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Readings:  Isaiah 50:5-9a  Psalm 116:1-6,8-9  James 2:14-18  Mark 8:27-35 
Discipleship entails denying our very selves and following the way of the Lord, a way of suffering and service.  In 
professing our faith in him, we can rely on the Lord for strength and salvation. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  
     As of August 6, 2012, the Diocese of Victoria has seven new Monsignors appointed by Pope Benedict XVI.  They are 
as follows:  Msgrs. Celestino Say, Casey Jarzombek, John Bily, Lawrence Matula, Joseph Hybner, Jerry Cernoch and 
myself. 
     The title “Monsignor” is of French origin introduced into the “papal household during the years of the pontifical 
court’s stay in Avignon” where the popes resided outside of the Vatican from 1308 to 1378.  The title is now given as a 
papal honor.  Monsignor is a Prelate of honor. 
     An official investiture ceremony will take place at Our Lady of Victory Cathedral in Victoria as soon as arrangements 
can be made. 
     I thank Bishop Fellhauer for his recent appointments as Vicar General and Monsignor.  I am very humbled.     
 

ST. JOHN’S KJZT SOCIETY #9 
St. Johns KJZT Society #9 will be cleaning the Religious Education Bldg. (Rectory),  Monday, September 3rd, at 8:00AM 
in preparation for GOF classes.  A short meeting will be held after we finish cleaning the Rectory. 
 

MORAVIA KJZT SOCIETY #44 
Moravia KJZT Society # 44 will have their annual meeting and social on October 14,2012 beginning at 12 noon.  Please 
bring a dessert. 
 

MEMORIALS 

Moravia Pavilion Fund 
In memory of Elsie Steffek by Ricky & Barbara Steffek & family $10 
Donation by Eugene & Dorothy Tykal     $10 
 
 

St. John Cemetery Fund 
In memory of Barbara Snowden by Julius & Dolores Krause  $20 



 

 

GENERATIONS OF FAITH 
GOF classes will begin on Catechetical Sunday, September 16, 2012, at the 9:30AM Mass at St. John the Baptist followed 
by a reception at the St. John Religious Education Building.  All GOF parents and students are required to attend the Mass 
as some students will receive homework assignments due at the first regular GOF class meeting.  Both parishes are invited 
to the reception after Mass. 

I am honored to announce that Dana Daughtry, James Daughtry, Gernadette Geissen, Anthony Hrncir, and Kim Lofland, 
are the Generations of Faith Catechists this year.  We are truly blessed that each of our Catechists has answered God’s 
calling this year!  We are eager to joyfully share our faith with your children.  We humbly realize that the family is the 
first church and that we are truly here to just supplement your teachings at home.  We pray that you will participate in 
GOF and that you will feel free to bring us your talents, your concerns, and your suggestions so that together we can 
better meet your children’s needs.  Please join us for the Catechical Sunday Mass as we accept the awesome privilege of 
continuing our vocation of walking beside you and your child on her/his faith journey. 

Students, please be sure to check the Church Geocaching Clues on the Bulletin Boards at Mass each time you attend!  
Think about that Apple iPod Nano and get your parents to bring you to Mass. 

Our KJZT Angels will be cleaning the St. John the Baptist Religious Education Building again on Monday, September 3, 
2012 at 8:00AM.  As you know, there was remodeling in the back area of the building this summer and there is quite a lot 
of cleaning to be done!  All students who need service hours are encouraged to help in this cleaning. 

As required by the Diocese of Victoria, we will again be presenting this year a Safe Environment Training to all students 

at Ascension of Our Lord and St. John the Baptist Generations of Faith.  We will hold this training during Generations of 

Faith as follows:   

Monday, September 17, 2012 - Grade 11.  Take 25 Program 
Wednesday, September 19, 2012 – Grades 7-10.  Take 25 Program 
Wednesday, September 26, 2012 – Grades K-6.  Take 25 Program 

 
You may read more about the program by visiting www.take25.org .   It is imperative to teach students personal safety 
skills that will enable them to take an active and necessary role in protecting themselves from crimes of: abduction, 
Internet crime, violence, sexual abuse, physical abuse and verbal abuse.  By providing children with the tools to recognize 
and avoid potentially dangerous situations and people, we will give them a better chance of growing up in a happy, 
healthy and safer environment.   All parents/guardians are invited to attend this training; however, at least one 
parent/guardian is required to attend with each family.   If you have any questions about GOF, the Take 25 Program or 
wish to opt your child out of the training, please contact Dana Daughtry at 979-562-2381, home, or 713-822-3019, cell. 
 

PRO LIFE NEWS  
Use the right words.  Why use “expectant mother” and not “pregnant woman”?  “Pregnant woman” suggests that the 
woman alone deserves protection by law and in the culture - and that therefore she can do whatever she wants with her 
body, including the baby within it.  “Expectant mother” recognizes that the woman is already a mother and also 
recognizes the baby within her.  It therefore implies that both of these people deserve protection by law and in the culture.  
(Answer by Judie Brown, president of American Life League) 
 
ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 
Saturday, Sept. 1 - 6:00 p.m. -  Moravia - Josh Becan, Caitlyn Deem, Rylie Lux 
Sunday, Sept. 2 - 9:30 a.m. - St. John - Seth Eckhardt, Blaine Beseetzny, Caleb Krischke 
Saturday, Sept. 8 - 6:00 p.m. - St. John - James Lofland, April & Clayton Brossman 
Sunday, Sept. 9 - 9:30 a.m. - Moravia - Seth Eckhardt, Blaine Besetzny, Caleb Krischke 
Saturday, Sept. 15 - 6:00 p.m. - Moravia - Josh Becan, Caitlyn Deem 
Sunday, Sept. 16 - 9:30 a.m. - St. John - Rylie Lux, Dylan Goldberg, Miranda Shimek 
 

PICNICS 
Sunday, September 2 - Sacred Heart Parish Fall Picnic, Hallettsville KC Hall.  Fried Chicken & Stew Dinner with 
homemade dressing & all the trimmings, serving 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Adults $8 & children $4.  Drive thru plates-to-go 
10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. (Adult plates only).  Inside the air-conditioned hall, bingo (noon-6:00 p.m.), cake walk, country store 
& religious articles booths.  Auction 1:00 p.m. on Main Pavilion.  Kiddie games & rides all afternoon. Guinea Pig Plop 

sponsored by Sacred Heart Youth.  Washer Pitching Tournament begins 5:00 p.m. Music on Main Pavilion 11:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. by Kovanda Czech Band.  Free dance on Polka Pavilion-Biergarten 1:00-9:00 p.m. by Dujka Brothers & Red 
Ravens.  Delicious hamburgers, French fries, nachos, popcorn, funnel cakes, sno-cones, soft drinks & cold refreshments 
served all afternoon.  Fun & entertainment for all ages!  See you at the picnic!! 

 
Sunday, September 2 - Ss. Cyril & Methodius, Shiner 
 
Sunday, September 9  - Holy Cross Church Festival, Yorktown Community Hall.  BBQ Beef-Sausage Dinner 11 am.  
Auction, games, raffle 
 
 
 
 

Next Bulletin:   Sunday, Sept. 16,  2012 
Bulletin Deadline: 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, Sept 13,  2012 



Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year BT H E

C O N N E C T I O N
FAITH

By now, it has become common to 
hear people say, “I’m spiritual but not 
religious” or “I’m a believer, but I don’t 
belong to any particular church.” These 
statements imply that you can make a 
neat split between your interior faith or 
spiritual life and its external expression. 
Today’s readings challenge that position.

Interior dispositions of faith and reliance 
on God are essential because real, 
genuine faith has to do with a trans-
formed heart. That is why Moses calls 
the people of Israel to hear the statutes 
and decrees. “Hearing” means taking the 
words to heart and interiorizing them. 
Similarly, the Letter of James speaks of 
welcoming the Word of God that has 
been planted interiorly in us. Finally, 
Jesus follows the words of Isaiah and 
speaks of genuine faith as a matter of the 
heart close to God.

At the same 
time that we 
hear about 
the essential 
interior nature 
of our faith, 
the readings 

also summon us to put that faith into 
practice and to make it real in the day-
to-day world. Observe the ordinances of 
the Lord. Care for orphans and widows, 
practice faith without hypocrisy—all this 
we hear. From that we know interior faith 
and external practice are inextricably 
linked together.

As people of faith, we cannot be locked 
in our own interiority. Nor can we be so 
fixed in external observances that we 
have shallow inner roots of faith. Our 
faith must be an integral whole: interior 
and exterior, conviction and action.

Faith and Action

September 2, 2012

Visit us at www.FaithFirst.com (click on “Gospel Reflections”)  
and share today’s Gospel reading as a family.

 

Set time aside each day this 
week with other members of 
your household, with other 
members of your parish, or 
alone to listen to and reflect 
on the living Word of God.  
Use these passages from the 
Lectionary that are assigned 
for Liturgy this week.  Reflect 
on how the Lord is inviting you 
to a deeper union with him.

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 
James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

*

Luke 4: 16-30
“Truly I tell you, no prophet 
is accepted in the prophet’s 

home town.”

Luke 4: 31-37
“They were astounded at his 
teaching, because he spoke 

with authority.”

Luke 4: 38-44
“At daybreak he departed and 
went into a deserted place.”

Luke 5: 1-11
“Do not be afraid; from now on 

you will be catching people.”

Luke 5: 33-39
“And no one puts new wine 

into old wineskins…”

**

Matthew 1: 1-16, 18-23
“Look, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel…”
*Memorial of Saint Gregory the Great, 

pope, doctor of the Church
**Feast of the Nativity of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary

It is very important to frequently step 
back and reflect on the deeper aspects 
of our lives. Our daily routines may 
absorb us, and so we need to take time to 
deliberately examine and reflect on our 
faith and religious commitment.

Adults  How do I cultivate a “welcoming 
heart” that interiorly receives God’s Word as 
a transforming power? How do I deliberately 
put my faith into action?

Children  How does God want me to live with 
my family? How does God help me to live 
with my family?

Questions  
of the Week

The Faith  
of the Church

The internal and external dimensions 

of faith and their integration find their 

foundation in the Incarnation. In Jesus, 

we come to know that our faith and 

our religious practice are neither merely 

interior nor merely external. God who is 

spirit takes on mortal flesh in the Incar-

nation of our Lord Jesus Christ. This 

great truth illumines our faith. 

 

Compendium of the Social Doctrine of 

the Church, nos. 28-59
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God’s Word summons all of us to a 
continuing process of purification. 
Sometimes people neatly split the 
world between believers and non-
believers. They seem to imply that if 
you believe, there is nothing more to 
be said. In fact, believing is not at all 
a static or fixed condition. Faith lives 
and breathes. Faith always stands in 
need of purification and intensifica-
tion, and ever-wider application.

Believers need to hear the message of 
today’s readings often, for they can be 
a powerful springboard for personal 
reflection.  As followers of Christ, we 
need an ongoing process of purifi-
cation aimed at greater and greater 

authenticity 
or genuine-
ness in faith. 
That purifica-
tion happens 
when we take 
an honest look 

at ourselves and allow God’s Word to 
measure the depth and consequences 
of our commitment in light of our 
daily living. Such personal reflec-
tion leads us to rely more deeply on 
faith’s power in our lives, to allow it 
to be a shaping force, and to expand 
the ways that we apply our faith to 
the situations we encounter at home, 
in the workplace, and in the larger 
community. 

Responding to God’s Word . . .

NIHIL OBSTAT 
Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Coerver, Censor Librorum
IMPRIMATUR 
† Most Reverend Kevin J. Farrell, DD, Bishop of Dallas
JUNE 8, 2012
The Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur are official declarations that the material reviewed 
is free of doctrinal or moral error. No implication is contained therein that those 
granting the Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur agree with the contents, opinions, or 
statements expressed.

Author: Louis J. Cameli
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Carry this thought in your 
heart as a guide for your faith 
journey this week.

As you strive for a purer and 
more genuine faith, make 
yours the deliberate intention 
of the psalmist: “I will walk 
with integrity of heart within 
my house…”
                (Psalm 101:2, NRSV)

True God, Make Me True

“From the inside, from a person’s 
heart, come the evil ideas which 
lead him to do . . . all sorts of 
evil things [:] deceit, indecency, 
jealousy, slander, pride.”

                          MARK 7: 21-22

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
got a lot of mileage out of this story:
Two Chinese coolies were arguing 
loud and heatedly on a crowded 
street. After watching them for a 
while, a tourist expressed surprise
that no blows were being struck. 
The tour guide explained why 
this was the case, saying, “That’s 
because he who strikes first admits 
that he has run out of ideas. And 
both coolies are far too proud to 
want to admit that.”

For reflection . . .
What is one example of “good” pride 
in my personal life? One example of 
“bad” pride?
Like the moon, human pride has a 
bright side and a dark side. 
the bright side consists in an honorabLe, 
honest recognition of my seLf-worth. 
the dark side consists in a dishonorabLe, 
egotistic exaLtation of my seLf-worth.

from MISSION by mark Link, s.J.

Meditation Moment

000000

 
God of 

abiding truth and 
mercy, make me true on 

my journey to you. In the 
middle of life, with all its turns 

and complexities, help me to keep 
the single focus that only faith in 

you can give me. 
When I am tempted to retreat from 
life and what my faith calls me to, 
strengthen my resolve and pour 

fresh encouragement into my 
heart. True God, make me 

true. Amen.

Saint Vincent Strambi
(d. 1824)

Saint Vincent Strambi was 
a Passionist priest and later 
the bishop of Macerata. He 
exercised his ministry in a 
time of great political and 

social upheaval. Through it 
all, he remained centered 

and anchored in a faith that 
inspired and gave him the 
courage to respond to the 
diverse situations he faced. 

His feast day is 
September 25th.

S U G G E S T I O N S
Use one of these suggestions or 
one of your own to respond to 
God’s Word this week.

In the home. When praying grace 
before meals, offer a prayer of 
thanks for the gift of faith and a 
petition to know how to live out 
faith more genuinely.

In the workplace or in school. 
Explore a couple of ways that your 
faith might reshape decisions that 
you make in the workplace or in 
school.

In the community. Educate 
yourself about the resources 
available to “widows and orphans” 
and others in need in your 
community.
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A way to make better decisions

Why do Catholics 
light candles?

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.                                                                                              September 2012

   Lit candles have many 
purposes. At Baptism, 
the lit candle 
symbolizes the Light 
of Christ in the soul 
of the baptized. In 
church, lit votive 
candles symbolize 
prayer intentions others 
have offered to God. The 

sanctuary lamp remains lit as a 
reminder that Jesus is present 
in the tabernacle.
   During Advent, we light 
candles to count down the 
weeks until Jesus’ birth. At 
Easter, the candle reminds us 
that Jesus, the Light of the 

World, conquered the darkness of 
sin and death.

Prayer to Mary
   Non-Catholics often ask why we 

worship and pray to Mary. In fact, 
prayer is raising our hearts and 

minds to God. We don’t 
worship or pray to anyone 
else. We ask for Mary’s 
intercession with her divine 
Son. We honor her for the 
unique role she played in 
our salvation. But our prayer 
and worship is reserved only 
for God.

St. Ignatius’ way
   St. Ignatius came to 
holiness reluctantly. When a 
canon ball shattered his leg, 
he began a long and boring 
convalescence and requested 
romance novels to pass the 
time. Instead he was given 
books on the life of Christ 
and the saints. His heart was 
touched and thus began a 
lifelong love resulting in 
founding the Society of Jesus.

Daily prayer a must
   "Daily prayer is the 
foundation of sanctity. Some 
prefer it in the 
morning. 
Some late at 
night. 
However, 
whenever, 
wherever, it’s a 

must!" Timothy 
Cardinal 

Dolan

   Adopting a formal decision-making 
process can be helpful in choosing a 
new job, buying a house, or even 
deciding for whom to vote in 
November’s 
election. Try a 
process like this:
   Begin with a 
prayer for 
guidance. Then 
identify the 
specific decision 
to be made as 
well as the 
objectives or 
outcome you 
want to achieve. 
“Entrust your works 
to the Lord and your plans will succeed” 
(Proverbs 16:3).
   Do your homework. Gather as many 
facts as you can from all sides of the 
question.
   Write down every possible choice. 
Reject the choices that are incompatible 

with your Catholic values or principles.  
Focus on the choices that remain.
   Consider the consequences of each 
choice on your list. Weigh the possible 

outcomes. For example, 
what will happen if I do A, 
B, or C and can I live with 
the consequences?
   List the pros and cons for 
each choice. Prioritize the 

pros in order of 
importance to you. Do 

the same for the cons. 
Look at the list to 
see if either side is 

lopsided. If so, 
choose the side that 

has more and better 
arguments in its favor.

   If you get stuck, turn to someone 
you trust for an opinion. Share your 
decision process and ask for feedback 
and advice.
   Make your decision and monitor 
your results for the next time.

Sacred Heart, St. Mary, St. John and Ascension Churches
Fr. John C. Peters, Pastor
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How can I stop 
worrying about what 
other people think?

From Scripture: Mark 9:30-37, 
don’t be afraid to ask.

Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™

(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax 
http://www.growinginfaith.com

(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from
the Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible)

To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.
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   Jesus told his followers to “Go into the whole world and 
proclaim the Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). He 
knew that by spreading the Gospel, not only would 
we share his love with others, we each would deepen 
our own faith and renew our belief in the Gospel. 
Try these ideas for becoming an enthusiastic evangelist:
   Be unapologetically Catholic. It is said that St. 
Francis of Assisi told his followers, “Preach the Gospel 
always. If necessary, use words.” Starting with Mass on 
Sundays, live your Catholic faith seven days a week, 
wherever you go.

   Correct misperceptions. Very often, non-Catholics 
or even non-practicing Catholics misunderstand 

what we believe. Become an expert and offer 
gentle corrections. You may want to carry 
pamphlets that summarize our basic beliefs in 
your purse or wallet to hand out. (Tip: the U.S. 

Conference of Catholic Bishops has an excellent 
selection: www.usccb.org, 800-235-8722.)

   Volunteer to teach a religious education class. 
Can you imagine a more effective way to spread 

the good news than to our future generation?

Painless ways to proclaim the Gospel

   The problem with placing too much 
importance on other people’s opinions 
of you is that you give them 
inappropriate power over you. In effect, 

you are 
substituting other 
people’s values 
and judgment for 
your own and 
there is no 
guarantee that 

they have your best interests – or your 
eternal future – at heart. Not everyone is 
interested in helping you get to Heaven.
    Try instead to live by the rules 
detailed in the Ten Commandments 
and in the Beatitudes. They tell us to be 
devoted to God, to care for other 
people, to be honest and dedicated to 
truth, and to value the blessings God 
has given us.
    Remember that there is value in being 
criticized or insulted even though you 
do the right thing.  Not only can you 
offer it as penance for your sins, such 
suffering teaches humility and patience 
– two virtues that will help you get to 
Heaven. And when it comes down to it, 
the opinion of other people will pass, 
but God’s judgment is forever.

   Sept. 9 – St. Peter Claver (1654). A 
young Jesuit in Colombia in 1610, St. 
Peter Claver was horrified by the slave 
trade. He hurried down to each 
arriving slave ship and brought water, 
medicine, food, and clothing to its 
inmates. He taught them about God 
and baptized nearly 300,000 slaves.
   Sept. 19 – St. Januarius (304). 
Bishop of Benevento, Italy, during a 
time of great persecution, Januarius 
visited Christians in prison and was 
arrested himself. He and his compan-
ions were thrown to wild beasts in the 
amphitheater but were not harmed by 

the animals. They were later 
beheaded.
   Sept. 20 – St. Andrew Kim Taegon, 
St. Paul Chong Hasang and compan-
ions (1839 to 1867). That Catholi-
cism exists in Korea is due to the 
courage of these saints. Spreading the 
Gospel was difficult because almost 
all contact with the outside world was 
forbidden. Andrew and Paul, 98 
Koreans and three French missionaries 
refused to 
renounce their 
faith or cease 
evangelizing 
and were 
martyred 
between 1839 
and 1867.

   To avoid detection, Jesus secretly 
entered Galilee and warned his 
disciples about the bad things 
that were going to happen. 
Although confused by 
this serious turn of 
events, the 
disciples didn’t 
ask for an explanation. Instead 
they argued over who would get 
the best position in Jesus’ king-
dom.
   Jesus told them that such a 
reward comes when we put others 
before ourselves. In particular, our 
reward for caring for people who can’t 
repay us will come straight from God. 
(A note for anyone in power.)

   Why didn’t the disciples ask 
Jesus to explain what 

was going on? Surely 
he would have told 

them what they 
needed to know. 
Perhaps they 
were afraid that 

what he would 
say would make 
them uncomfort-
able or put them in 
danger. Don’t we 
sometimes have the 

same fears? Yet Jesus assures 
us that he will always tell us what we 
need to know so we can be with him 
in Heaven. All we have to do is ask.
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